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Learning Online, Student Summary

Summary notes for students to take away at the end of the unit.

Blogging

The word “blog” is a compressed form of the words “web log”. Blogs are online spaces where people can express themselves, by sharing content with an audience. Content can consist of text, video, audio, links and more, and is generally grouped into posts, which are displayed in reverse chronological order. People blog for many different reasons. In this project, students are blogging in order to learn more about technology, but also to improve their own learning. This improvement can happen in many ways:

· Using a blog to collect one’s own work, which can then be looked at over a period of time.
· Using a blog to gather resources from around the web (books, links, videos, etc).
· Using a blog to reflect on what has been learned, and thus discovering more about the learning process.
Guidelines

Although blogging can be very beneficial, it can also be dangerous. There are plenty of examples where people have blogged inappropriately and have suffered as a result (e.g. they have been fired from work, expelled from school, or lost status in some way). When engaging in school blogging, we need to follow these guidelines:

· Never reveal personal information, other than your first name. Do not publish your  surname, address, phone number, photo, school name, age or anything else that can allow you to be identified.
· Stick to blogging about school-related topics: if you want to blog about other things, you can do so in your own time.
· Do not write negatively or critically of others, unless it is impersonal/academic, and you have good evidence backing up your claims.
· Do not publish rumors, lies and speculation: it is your duty to verify information before you publish it. 
· Use formal language, remember always that you are writing for an academic audience.
Blog Layout & Presentation

The aim of any blog, in terms of presentation and layout, should be to make the content easy to read and view. Most blogs have two separate areas for displaying information:

· Post Area - this is where posts are displayed. Information is displayed here temporarily, before being moved into an archive area.
· Sidebar - this is where data can be displayed more permanently and prominently.
Some sites also provide header and footer space at the top and bottom of the page.

Embedding Content

As well as creating your own content, you can embed content from other sites. This is not copying and pasting (which should be avoided), but instead makes use of content that other sites put on offer. Remember these terms:

· Embed - the process of inserting something from one site into another.
· Widget - the thing being inserted.
· HTML - the language used to do the insertion. HTML is the fundamental language that almost all websites are written in.
Remember, you can get most value from your blog, by describing what you embed and reflecting on it, rather than just throwing things into your site. Some embeds you should look at are:

· YouTube
· Library Thing
· Google Docs
· Delicious - this one requires a workaround using RSS feeds.
· Wordle
Commenting

Commenting provides a great way to give feedback on another person’s blog. The aim of commenting should always be to provide positive, constructive criticism in order that the recipient can improve their own work.
Labeling

Labels, also known as tags, are key words and phrases that are used to describe content. In a blog, they can be used to organise posts. The great advantage of labeling is that you do not need to decide your organisational structure in advance: it will emerge organically as you add labels. Make sure that your labels are descriptive. Use a label cloud to summaries your labels and make them visible to readers.

Searching The Web

Searching the web requires more than just chucking a bunch of words into Google. There are many different search engines, and each one provides different tools for searching. When searching, be simple, clear and specific. Try to know in advance exactly what you are searching for. Get to know one search engine well: for example, in Google, you can use tools such as “”, -, define:, etc. to make your searching more targeted.

Reflection

Reflection means to think about something in depth. When you reflect on what you have learned, and how you learned it, you give yourself a chance to learn more deeply and broadly about both the topic and yourself. When you are reflecting, try to consider some of the following questions:

· What have you learned? Did you learn anything unexpected?
· How did this learning take place? Did someone tell you, did you read it, did you realise it yourself?
· Was the process of learning simple, or did you have to work hard at it?
· Are the things you learned meaningful, or superficial? Did the learning process change you?
· How can this learning be applied to other areas of your life?
· Next time you need to learn something, will you approach it in the same way?
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